
Dear Friends, 

December can be an absolutely cha-

otic month!  Frantic shopping, double 

parking, need for more money, party-

ing and all the rest.  It is time for the 

festive spirit of Christmas and the 

custom of exchanging gifts. 

The weeks of Advent hit hard at the 

themes of urgency and judgment.  

But, as we come closer to the edge of 

the Christmas celebration, the mood 

seems to shift abruptly from a child-

ish nostalgia about shepherds and 

cribs and angel songs of sweetness.  

We are drawn to what is tender about 

the Christmas story.  Yet it is interest-

ing that what the Bible tells us about 

the birth of Jesus reinforces the ur-

gency of Advent.  Christmas, if we 

understand its message, intensifies 

the themes of repentance and judg-

ment, and heightens our yearning for 

the coming of God’s rule in the entire 

world.  The angels’ song of ―peace on 

earth and good will toward all peo-

ple‖ is not a sentimental escape from 

reality – but a program – God’s pro-

gram – for changing the world. 

The birth and infancy story in the 

Gospel of Luke is the early Church’s 

answer to the question, ―Who is Je-

sus of Nazareth?‖  It is a statement 

of faith in narrative form.  Each part 

of the story is intended to underscore 

the Christian confidence that in Je-

sus, God was, and is, keeping His 

promise to put the world in order. 

Mary knew that what was happening 

to her was not simply a private joy of 

motherhood.  She properly saw it as 

a cosmic event, an event that em-

braced the whole of what God was 

doing with the world and its his-

tory.  Immediately following 

Gabriel’s announcement to Mary 

that she would give birth to the 

Messiah, she visits Elizabeth and 

proclaims the meaning of Jesus’ 

birth.  She recites what is nothing 

less than a song of radical change 

as she anticipates her Son’s role in 

the final coming of God’s Kingdom. 

Christmas means the shattering of 

all idolatries.  Christmas means 

the unrelenting resistance to every 

force that presumes to play the 

role of God. 

As people of God, we are tempted 

to accommodate our faith to the 

fashions and powers of the pre-

sent time.  During this season we 

hear much criticism of the way 

Christmas has been commercial-

ized.  Every year we hear the inevi-

table plea to put Christ back into 

Christmas.  But even with Christ 

back in Christmas, we can still 

miss the point of the Christmas 

celebration.  If the Christ we put 

into the Christmas is the harmless 

infant of sentimentalized baby-

hood, rather than the Lord who is 

the sign and leader of the End 

time, then the drumbeat of Advent 

truth falls silent.  Then the rule of 

the world’s tyrants is still unbro-

ken, and the powers of greed and 

hatred and exploitation still grip 

our hearts.  The temple of God, His 

Christian people is still defiled. 

Much of today’s Christianity has 

become a matter of taking the 

Gospel and ―fitting it in‖ to the 

―way things are.‖  There is no 

need for repentance when we are 

so well served by shops that spe-

cialize in tailor-made religion.  The 

alternative to tailor-made religion 

is, of course, that we be remade 

or, as Jesus puts it, that we are 

reborn.  We should ask ourselves 

this question:  ―Are Mary’s words 

about the mighty being cast down 

and the helpless being lifted up on 

conflict with our ideas of what 

Christmas is all about?‖  If so, we 

too have lost the excitement of the 

Christmas promise of a new 

heaven and a new earth. 

This Advent and Christmas sea-

son, let’s synchronize our hearts 

and acknowledge that we are the 

Lord’s, that we might march to-

gether toward the world that is to 

be, the time when ―His reign will 

be without end.‖ 

See you in church. 

 

Pastor Ralph 
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The meeting was called to order by 

Brian Paulsen. 

Members present:  Pastor Ralph, Bryan 

Allen, Brian Paulsen, Amy Dueholm, 

Mike Broten, Steve McCormack, Paul 

Hawkins, Carol Giller, Al Tomlinson and 

Spike Maiden Mueller . 

The Council Meeting Minutes from Octo-

ber 19, 2011 were reviewed.  Motion to 

approve the minutes was made by 

Steve McCormack and seconded by 

Spike Maiden Mueller.  Approved.   

The Treasurer’s Report for October 

2011 was reviewed.  General Fund Giv-

ing as of October 2011 was $119K 

compared to October 2010 of $109.5K, 

an 8.6% increase from prior year.  Mo-

tion to accept the Treasurer’s Report 

was made by Amy Dueholm and sec-

onded by Carol Giller.  Approved.   

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ralph asked if 

the Annual Meeting could be at 9am on 

January 29.  A motion to approve this 

date and time was made by Spike 

Maiden Mueller and seconded by Bryan 

Allen.  Approved.  Annual meeting is set 

for 9am, January 29, 2012.  Pastor also 

noted that the New Year’s Day service 

will only be at 10am, there will not be 

an 8am service.   

Committee Reports: 

Education/Youth:  Met 11/15.  1.)  OFJ 

Christmas Program, titled A Capital 

Christmas, is on 12/18 at 10:30am 

service.  SHY will be serving lunch after 

this service.  2.)  Coffee hour between 

the services will go back to the service 

groups starting in January.  Service 

group leaders will be contacted.  3.)  

SHY will be selling cookies at Christmas 

Sunday.  Preorders will be taken on 

12/18.  4.)  12/4 and 1/8 will be cinna-

mon roll Sunday’s.  5.)  SHY will be hav-

ing a lock-in 1/13 from 10pm-7am.  

Luther Point Impact 365 will be han-

dling the events for the lock-in and then 

will return to do the Sunday service on 

1/15.  6.)  SHY will be serving chili at 

the annual meeting.  7.)  Nichole John-

son and Marley Doolittle went to God 

Stock and were elected to the Lutheran 

Youth Organization board.  Juanita was 

also re-elected to the board.  8.)  The 

Wednesday after school program for 

grades 3rd-6th has increased in atten-

dance over the last month.  They 

have averaged about 7 -8 students 

each Wednesday.  This program is 

from 3:30-4:30, there is an activity 

and snack provided.  Families with 

children in these grades are encour-

aged to attend these programs.  9.)  

Committee is asking if the council will 

consider increasing the Youth Events 

budget for next year to $1,500.  It 

currently is only $500.  This will be 

considered during the budget meet-

ing.  10.)  For the Advent services 

they will be serving a supper instead 

of coffee and cookies.   

Evangelism:   

Fellowship/CCC Team:  1.)  The Ap-

preciation Brunch on 10/29 was a 

huge success.  There were 13 ladies 

of the church that attended.  2.)  We 

are starting to organize the Lent soup 

and sandwich suppers.  A schedule 

will be put together at future meet-

ings.   

Property:  Met 11/16.  1.)  Roofing 

should begin next week and will last 2

-3 weeks.  2.)  They will be taking the 

partition down in the youth room.  3.)  

The ceiling in the kitchen still needs 

to be painted.  Will be contacting the 

individual who did the work to see 

when they can come and complete 

the job.          

Stewardship:  There will be temple 

talks over the next 3 Sundays.  Con-

gregation members will be asked to 

complete their pledge cards – one for 

their general giving and another for 

the roof fund.  They are asked that 

pledge cards be returned by 12/4.   

Worship:  1.)  Some discussion with 

the worship committee was had re-

garding Christmas services.  After 

further discussions with council it was 

decided that there would be three 

Christmas services as follows:  Christ-

mas Eve – 4pm (choir) Christmas Eve 

- 10pm (no choir, special music only) 

and Christmas Day – 10am (choir).  

Pastor Ralph will be delivering a dif-

ferent sermon at each of these ser-

vices.   

New Business:       

1.)  Council discussed the possibility of 

setting up a endowment fund.  We will 

research this further and provide more 

information at a future meeting.  2.)  

Working on revamping the LLC website 

over the next few months.  More infor-

mation will be provided as changes are 

made.   

Old Business: 

1.)  The Fall Fundraiser was a great 

success.  Income:  $3,965  Expenses:  

$726.18   Net Profit:  $3,238.82 .  Mis-

sions these funds will be donated to 

are as follows:  $1,600 to camper-

ships, $400 Interfaith Caregivers, 

$400 Loaves and Fishes, $400 NW 

Synod and $400 Serenity House.  The 

balance will be carried forward to next 

year.  Thank you to all who contributed 

to this event to make it a success.  2.)  

The budget committee will be made up 

of Brian Paulsen, Steve McCormack 

and Butch Nick. They will be meeting in 

December.  The auditors will be Kyle 

Johansen and Ed Seck.  3.)  Thanksgiv-

ing worship will be at West Denmark on 

Tuesday, 11/22, soup at 6pm and wor-

ship at 7pm.  Pastor Ralph will be pro-

viding the sermon.  

Next regular Luck Council Meeting:  

Wednesday, December 21, at 7:00 pm. 

Al Tomlinson made a motion to ad-

journ.  Spike Maiden Mueller sec-

onded.  Carried. 

Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  Amy Dueholm, 

Secretary 
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MID-WEEK ADVENT WORSHIP will again be held this year.  In the business of this season it is good to add this devo-

tional component to our lives.  Supper will be served from 5:30 - 6:15 each Wednesday evening and then we will 

worship from 6:30 - 7:15.  

LOVE FINDS A VOICE IN BETHLEHEM 
In the birth of Jesus Christ, heaven’s love found a voice on earth.  That voice – God’s infant voice – spoke in lan-

guages that draw us into a right relationship with God.  The voice continues to speak in languages that influence 

and guide our own relationships with one another as well.  Over the weeks leading up to Christmas we will translate 

and interpret those languages as we prepare our hearts and homes for Christ’s coming. 

November 30:  The Christmas Language of Time     Supper Menu:  Scalloped potatoes and ham 

November 7:  The Christmas Language of Affirmation     Supper Menu:  Tomato Macaroni Hot Dish 

November 21:  The Christmas Language of Acts of Service     Supper Menu:  Chicken noodle Hot Dish 

Come and join us for worship on these Wednesday evenings and even bring a friend.  The fellowship meal and ser-

vice are a wonderful time to invite a friend to come and share in the time around the table and our worship life to-

gether.   

Our middle high youth will serve these suppers as a fundraiser.  They are trying this instead of serving snacks after 

the service.  We are hoping that we run out of food because we have such a large crowd for supper. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP DURING DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 4  

8:00 and 10:30 

Worship with Holy Communion at both services.  Sermon theme:  ―Miracle in our Messiness‖ 

DECEMBER 11  

8:00 Worship with Holy Communion   Sermon theme:  ―Light in our Darkness‖ 

10:30 Worship with choir cantata ―Christmas Canticles‖ A Service of Carols 

DECEMBER 18 

HOLY COMMUNION AT BOTH SERVICES  

8:00  Sermon theme:  ―Promise in our Impossibilities‖ 

10:30 OFJ Christmas Program at the second service.  Lunch served by Senior High Youth to follow 

DECEMBER 24  

4:00 Family worship services.  Children’s Sermon  Candles 

10:00 Candlelight worship 

DECEMBER 25  

10:00  Festival Christmas worship with Holy Communion 

JANUARY 1 

10:00 One worship service with Holy Communion 
 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS will be packed by the ladies Workday gathering on December 4th.  We ask for you generous 

donations of cookies, fruit and juice for these baskets.  Please let us know if there is someone who should be 

added to the list for a Christmas baskets. 

As is always the case, Luck Lutheran offers wonderful opportunities to celebrate Christmas, both in the Christmas 

worship opportunities as well as special choir events and children’s programs, an all the rest.  Be sure to look 

through this issue of the newsletter so you will not miss any of them. 
 

We encourage you to attend and invite/bring your family neighbors and friends to Christmas Worship Services.   

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 4:00 PM December 24. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP 10:00 PM December 24. 

CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNION WORSHIP 10:00 AM December 25 
Before I close, I also want to remind each of us to consider a special gift to Luck Lutheran during December.  Your 

year-end gifts make all the difference in the world, and Luck Lutheran could not begin to do what it does without 

those gifts.  Blessings to each and every one of you this Christmas season! 
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Luck  

Lutheran will 

be decorat-

ing the 

Church for 

Christmas on December 

3rd at 9:00 a.m. 

All help is welcome! 

ANGELS NEEDED…It is not what 

you are thinking.  We are going to 

decorate our Christmas trees with 

angels that you donate.  If you 

would like to give an angel in mem-

ory or in honor of someone, please 

sign the sheet by the deco-

ration collection box 

in the gathering 

space.  We hope you 

will furnish a tree to 

make our Christmas 

tree even more beau-

tiful! 

It’s time to order Poinsettias for Christmas! 
If you wish to order Christmas Poinsettias that will be displayed ay church for Christ-

mas, your order must be at the church by December 5th!!  Poinsettias cost $12.50 

and include foil and bow. Please include your check payable to Luck Lutheran.  You 

may pick them up after the Christmas Day service or leave them to decorate the church for the 

Christmas/ Epiphany season.  Please let us know if you are giving your plant in 

honor/memory of someone or if you are furnishing your own plant. 

If poinsettia plants are not your thing, maybe you would like to give special gift in 

honor or memory of someone or just to give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus.  

These gifts will be acknowledged along with the floral contributions in the Christmas 

bulletin.  

 

THE OFJ CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held at the  

second service on Sunday, December 18.  All of our 

OFJ children will be participating in this program, en-

titled ―A Capital Christmas‖.  They will also share the 

Christmas story.  Senior High Youth Group will serve 

lunch after the program.  



Luck Lutheran Church 

Holiday Worship Schedules 
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Advent Worship Times 
Advent is a time of anticipation and longing 

for Jesus’ coming.  Spiritually, this is the 

time we get our hearts ready to receive our 

Lord.  In our parish we emphasize this 

“getting ready” time with special worship  

opportunities.   
 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

November 27 

December 4, 11, & 18 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

November 30th, December 7 & 14 
 
 

The Wednesday evening Advent Vespers will 

be held at Luck, 6:30 p.m.   

Christmas Worship 
Christmas—A Time to Celebrate! 

Christmas is a time of “Great joy to all 

people.”  Christ is born!!  Our waiting 

gives way to wonder and fulfillment.  

The fulfillment of all God’s promises!  

We gather to worship the newborn King. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24 

Family Worship 4:00 pm 

Candlelight Service 10:00 pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25 

Holy Communion Worship 10:00 am 
 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.’  (Luke 2) 

Missing Item: 
 

Dorothy Jantzen had a tan colored coat 

that was mistakenly taken from the coat 

room during the Fall Fundraiser.  Please 

check your closet to see if you mistak-

enly brought it home with you.  If found, 

please call her at 715-483-3384 or her 

daughter Kris McCormack at  

715-483-3157. 

Thank you!! 

“As we close the year, please consider your financial 

giving to the church.  A generous Advent and Christ-

mas offering will make it possible for us to meet our ob-

ligations and fulfill our ministry.  Please make the church 

a priority in your holiday giving as you join Christians 

everywhere in celebrating God’s priority for us in send-

ing His Son.  This Christmas, take out your Christ-

mas offering envelope and stuff it with your Best 

Christmas Gift...for Jesus on His Birthday!!” 
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“THE SUNSHINE TEAM” 
The United Pioneer Home will be holding their annual Christmas Tea on December 4th from 2:00—4:00.  
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy coffee, cookies & Christmas breads with the residents.  Each Church 
is asked to bring one bread and 5 dozen cookies or bars. 
 

December 4th we will be assembling the “Christmas Cheer Baskets” before and after our 10:30 service.  We 
are asking for donations of fruit, cookies, breads, nuts, small Christmas decorations, and whatever you can 
think of.  This is a wonderful outreach of our church at this festive time of the year.  After the baskets are 
filled.  They will be delivered to the people that will need a little extra cheer this year. 
 

One prayer shawl has been given away and there has been a donation of $30.00 to the prayer shawl minis-
try.  It is that time of year when we think of sitting down and knitting or crocheting—so keep in mind, we 
are in need of large prayer shawls.  If you would like some warm fuzzy yarn for a project of producing one, 
please call Paula at the church office or Sandy Madsen—715-472-2818.  They will be more than happy to 
give you yarn for this purpose. 
 

We have been advised that someone has helped someone in need do some yard work, and three visits to 
shut-ins.  Don’t forget to make a visit to people in need, and watch out for people that need that little bit of 
help in their yards. 
 

Remember, they will be so grateful, but you will also feel a “warm fuzzy” for helping them out. 

Loaves and Fishes 
Monthly Report—October 2011 

Households  Served  125          Luck 71           Unity  54                Adults  249        Children 79          Total 328 

New Families                               Luck  4             Unity  4 

USDA Food Received              27 cases 

Non USDA (donations)           1971# 

Groceries purchased               1690# 

Volunteer Hours                      47 

 Loaves & Fishes is sending out a plea to all churches and organizations to 

please help with donations.  We need cereal, juice, peanut butter, soup or any 

canned goods. If you are a deer hunter with a lot of extra tags and do not want 

the meat,  CALL AHEAD   to  Van Meter’s Meats and they will process it into 

hamburger for the food shelf.  With the holidays coming and the cold weather 

think of those that are not as fortunate as yourselves.  Get the kids and 

church groups together and have a food drive. 

Thank you to those who have donated in the past – food, cash and time. 
Thank you! 
 

Gwen klotz for 
Pat Williams—Coordinator 



Luck Lutheran Church 

BACKPACKS FOR KIDS!  Thank you to everyone who has donated food 

for our backpack program.  We’ve had a very generous response.  You may 

continue to bring non-perishable and unbreakable items to church and/or 

you can make a monetary donation by picking up an envelope from the 

wooden stand in the narthex and make out your check to Luck Lutheran 

Church and place it in the offering plate.  The donations will be used to pur-

chase food when we are in need to fill the 10 backpacks each month.  The 

last week of every month during the school year will be our month to fill the 

backpacks.  Thank You! 

Page 7 

Luck Lutheran Church—Fall Fundraiser Report 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED!!!  This year‟s fund-

raiser was a HUGE success, raising over $3,200!!!  Your donations of 

your time, your talents, and your financial contributions made it the 

success it was!  The money will be used as follows: 

 $1,600—Luther Point Camperships 

      400-InterFaith Caregivers 

      400-Loaves and Fishes 

       400-Serenity House 

       400-NW Synod  

Thank you! 

Fall Fundraising Committee 

Hymns for the Over “50" Crowd 
“Just a „Slower‟ Walk With Thee.”     “It Is Well With my Soul”, But My Knees Hurt 

“Nobody Knows the Trouble I „Have‟ Seeing”     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”, And Help Me Up” 

“Count Your Many „Birthdays‟, Count Them One by One”     “Go Tell It on the Mountain”, But Speak Up 

“Give Me the Old „Timers‟ Religion”     “Blessed „Insurance‟” 

“Guide Me O Thou Great Lord God”, I‟ve Forgotten Where I parked the Truck 
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Soup and Sandwich Suppers 
We’ve changed our name, but the suppers remain the same!  This is a way 

for members of our congregation to get to know each other in a more inti-

mate way…suppers at a host’s house with only six to eight people.  Atten-

dees to each supper are randomly selected.  We now have had several 

suppers reaching over 32% of our congregation, and have increased our 

hosts to nine.  During the fall and winter months as everyone gets busier, 

suppers will be reduced.  However, come spring we’re up and running 

again full force.  Please say ―yes!‖ when you are called – the suppers have 

been very rewarding and a great way to ―get to know‖ all the fellow mem-

bers of our congregation. 

Luther Point News... 
Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking Retreat 

December 3, 2011—9 a.m.—4 p.m.  Cost is $40/person at Luther Point Bible Camp 

Consider how you will share Advent, the season of preparation for our Savior’s birth, with others this year —- 

reach out to a neighbor, bring someone who may not know the Christmas message, offer to babysit for a cou-

ple from your church so they can attend, bring your grandchild, family, or youth group!  The options are end-

less—Luther Point is celebrating Advent and hope you will join us!   

Join us for a day of fellowship around a traditional holiday activity—Christmas cookie baking!  Enjoy a day in 

the beautiful setting at Luther Point, make your stash of Christmas cookies for the season, and reflect on the 

meaning of the Advent season through devotions. 

Participants will take home 1-2 dozen each of about 12 different Christmas cookies (144 or more cookies) as 

well as recipes.  Bring your favorite apron, a rolling pin if you have one, and containers to bring your goodies 

home.  Cost includes lunch, programming, and all baking ingredients 

Register by calling 715-689-2347 or online 

Are you looking for an adventure trip 

for your group next summer? Check 

out Luther Point's Outpost Adventure 

Group Trips! Go kayaking through 

the Apostle Islands of Lake Superior 

with your Sr. High or Adult group. 

Head down the Namekagon and St. 

Croix Riverway with your Jr. High 

group. No paddling experience is 

necessary. Luther Point will train 

your group, as well as provide all the 

necessary camping gear, safety 

gear, and food. Gear up for an amaz-

ing adventure!  



Luck Lutheran Church 

Calendar sales are well underway.  Make sure and get yours before they’re gone! 

Advent Suppers are new this year and begin on November 30th and will be help 

each Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:15 during the Lenten season.  Please join 

us for good food and good fellowship. 

The Youth have decided to participate in Operation Christmas.  They will be 

picking a Saturday to go shopping, that same day they will be baking cookies. 

We are still looking for a date for our annual French Toast Brunch.  Watch in up-

coming editions for date and times. 

The Youth are excited to have plans for a lock-in with Luther Points Impact 365 

Team! 
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Middle High News... 

REMEMBER THOSE SICK OR SHUT-IN OR IN THE NURSING HOME 
     Key:         (L) = Luck       (*) = non-member friend/relative of the parish 
 

UNITED PIONEER HOME - 210 Park Avenue East, Luck WI 54853  

  (L)  Ray Berklund                    (L)  Irene Rud  

  (L)  Clyde Christensen            (L)  Jerome Horky                     

  (L)  Lillian Christensen           (*)  Dorothy Ressler      
                               

FREDERIC CARE CENTER – 205 United Way, Frederic, WI  54837- 

      (L) Joan Chaffee 
 

PARTNERS IN PRAYER AND HEALING 

      (*)      Sue Davis 662D 270th Avenue, Cty. Rd. O, Frederic, WI 54837 
 

MAPLE VIEW APARTMENTS – 416 S. 1st Street, Luck, WI 54853 

     (L)    Mavis Hutton 
 

SUNRISE SENIOR LIVING – 18605 Old Excelsior Blvd., Minnetonka, MN 55345 

      (L)   Florence Fredrickson 
 

CARE PARTNERS ASSISTED LIVING – 627 Kern Ave., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

(L)  Bernadine Kirk 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN NURSING HOME – 750 E. Louisiana St., SCF, WI 54024 

(L)  Eleanor Selvig 

(L) Jessie Nordquist 

(If any names have been inadvertently omitted from this list please contact the church office 472-2605) 



OUR FAITH JOURNEY 

(SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Thank you to Session 2: : “The First Sin” disciples: Tammy Allen, Nicole Johnson, Kathy Deiss and Paula Moore 
and our shepherds; Bryan Allen, Glenn Haylock, Jenni Holdt, Parker Steen, Marley Doolittle, Reilly Giller 

Maddie Doolittle, Kerrigan Ekholm, Ava Ruhn-Pouliot, Ben Broten, Syndey Paulson and  

Emma Moore 

 

SESSION 3 
November 27 – December 18:  “Jesus Is Born” 

 Drama:  Donna Johnson (class shepherd:  Parker Steen) 

 Art:  Sandy Madsen  (class shepherd:  Ava Ruhn-Pouliot) 

 Bible Skills/Games:  Jeni Arjes  (class shepherd:  Ben Broten) 

Thank you to all of you who have willingly signed up to be disciples, shepherds & helpers for our OFJ Ministry.  
We still have openings for Session 6 & 7.  Please call the church office if you are willing to help or contact one of 

the OFJ Coordinators: Sonja Jensen, Paula Hischer, Courtney Hawkins, Jean Giller & Jeni Arjes. 
++++++++++++ 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM NEWS 
Saturday, December 17 

11:00-1:30 p.m. Program Practice (lunch provided) 

2:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling for everyone (meet at Luck Lutheran) 

Sunday, December 18 

9:00 a.m. OFJ Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Christmas Program during worship 

11:30 a.m. Lunch at church served by the Sr. High Youth 

++++++++++++++++++ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
The OFJ Sunday School will be singing during the 10:30 worship service on the following Sundays: 

January 15  –  February 12 -   March 11  -  April 15  -  May 11 

++++++++++++++++++ 

THANK YOU OFJ FAMILIES for giving to our “God’s Global Barnyard” part of the ELCA World Hunger pro-
gram. We are trying to reach our goal of $250 to buy a fish farm for the hungry.  We started this offering in 

September and the children have donated $121.81 (we need $128.19 more to reach our goal). 

++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 25TH AND JANUARY 1ST. 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 



MISSION ACTION—December 
Thank you to the Sunday School students who assembled supplies into 40 School Kit bags for Lutheran World Relief on 
Nov. 20.  And thanks to all who helped pack 100 quilts, 22 layettes, 23 personal care kits, and a total of 90 school kits.  
When 12 people work together, the job is done quickly!  It will cost LWR approximately $440 to deliver these items over-
seas.  If you would like to help with those costs, please note that it is for the “LWR Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund.”  We thank 
Mark/Jake Jensen who will be delivering our quilts and kits to the St. Paul LWR warehouse. 
A REMINDER:  Quilting workdays will resume January 18 (third Wed.). 

Thank you to Rich Mon-
son who weighed and  
packed the food from 
our fall food drive. 
 

Thank you to Chuck 
Arndt and Mark Bab-

cock for loading and delivering the food from  
the food drive to Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry. 
 

Thank you to the congregation for your generous 
response—for reaching our goal of 1000 
pounds/dollars. 

 

 

The Habitat home in Luck is 
almost complete on the exter-
nals, and great progress is be-
ing made inside. But time is 
running short and we need 
volunteers now more than 
ever. In a month's time we 
expect (and need!) to be very 
close to finished. Please sign 
up to help, and before you 
know it, the home will be done 
and a family in need will be 
snug in their home for the 
winter. We especially need 
help during the weekdays -  
contact Habitat for the sched-
ule. Please call 715 -483 -2700 
or email of-
fice@wildrivershabitat.org. 
Thank you.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
 

Everyone (Children & Adults) are invited to 
come and sing Christmas Carols to the 

United Pioneer Home and shut-ins on Sat-
urday, December 17th.  We will meet at 

Luck Lutheran at 2:00 pm and go caroling 
with Bone Lake Lutheran and other area 

churches. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED from Luck Lutheran to 

provide a supper for the Salvation Army ―Serenity 

House‖ in Balsam Lake the 2nd Monday of each 

month at 5:30 pm  Food expenses for meal prepara-

tion will be reimbursed by Luck Lutheran in the 

amount up to $50.00 .  If you have questions, please 

contact Jean Giller. 

WE ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO PREPARE THE 

FOOD FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 9TH!!! 

http://www.habitat.org/default.aspx


DIAL—DEVOTION 

December 4 

December 11 In Memory of Elmer & Nellie Hedegaard from Dennis & Mary Ann Derksen 

December 18 

December 23 

LUCK LUTHERAN MEMBERS 

*We ask that all gifts for Luck Lutheran for 2011 be placed in the offer-

ing or sent to the church office by Sunday, December 25th.  Thank You. 
 

*Thank you to the offering counter teams at Luck Lutheran who faith-

fully count worship service offering on Monday mornings.  We are grate-

ful to all who assist in this ministry.  To make the job of our offering 

counters easier, we ask everyone to please use their offering envelopes.  

This saves them a lot of time. 
 

THANK YOU TO BILL ROVNEY FOR BEING OUR OFFERING COUNTER CO-

ORDINATOR FOR OVER 14 YEARS.  WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO WELCOME 

HARRY SKOW AS OUR NEW OFFERING COUNTER COORDINATOR AND 

ALL THE OTHER MEMBERS THAT HELP WITH THE COUNTING EACH MON-

DAY MORNING:  SUSAN GILHOI, BERNIE & JUDY STURGUL, HILDA TRU-

DEA, WARREN LEMIEUX. 

òTHE SUNSHINE TEAMó 

The Sunshine Team will be pre-

paring Christmas Gift Baskets for 

church members who might need 

a little òChristmas Cheeró.  They 

will be assembling the baskets at 

Luck Lutheran on Sunday,  

December 4. 

 

As in the pasts years, we are ask-

ing for donations from church 

members.  Items such as cookies, 

bars, sweet breads, fruit, nuts, 

small Christmas decorations, etc.  

Whatever you bring will be very 

much appreciated.  Please bring 

these items to the kitchen at Luck 

Lutheran by December 4th.   

Thank you! 

WELCOME TO LUCK LUTHERAN! 

NEW MEMBERS were received on Sunday, October 30, 2011:  
Gene Cooper, Janice Russell, Rachel & Brooklyn Petersen, Scott 

Leveen, Kendall Petersen, Russell & Lori Aherns and Pastor 
Ralph, Carol & Erik Thompson. 

FIRST COMMUNION  

The following students 

took part in our First 

Communion Instruction 

and the Celebration of 

First Communion on 

Sunday, November 6, 

2011 at the 10:30 ser-

vice 

Hallie Allen 

Beau Brenizer 

Jonathan Skow 

Amy Gilhoi 

Levi Jensen 

Gage Johansen 

Grace Thorseson 

Memorial Gifts 

In Memory of   for             Amount 

Alice Nielsen     Music Fund            $100.00 

Alice Nielsen    Organ Refurbishing  125.00 

HOT OFF THE PRESSES  

Get your 2012 Calendars!!  

The Middle High Youth are once again selling beautiful, high quality wall 

and pocket calendars.  All proceeds will help fund their trip to the youth 

gathering.  The calendars can be purchased from any middle high youth, 

or in the narthex before and after the service  

P.S. They make wonderful Christmas gifts!!!  

OPENING THE BOOK OF FAITH 

òYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my pathó 

Members of Luck are invited to join with one another in the monthly discussion of the Gos-
pel text for the coming Sunday.  This 45 minute Bible Study will be offered at Luck Lutheran 

on Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00 pm.  Leadership for this “Opening the Book of Faith,” 
exploring John 1:6-8, 19-28 will be given by Pastor Chuck Arndt.  Come and be renewed, enli-

Middle High Youth have chosen to participate in “Operation Christmas” 
as a service project.  Operation Christmas asks for gifts of NEW toys, 
games, pj’s, hats, mittens, snow pants, snow boots, snow suits, and/or 

money.  Please keep in mind the 13-18 year old range with gift certificates 
and/or gift cards.  Remember also that many smaller gifts serve more chil-
dren than 1 large gift.  Please DO NOT wrap the gifts.  Please place your 

donations in the box in the narthex by December 14th! 

Thank you for your donations! 



December 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
OFJ Sunday School 

9:00-10:15 am 
NOTE 

CHANGE: 
January Newslet-

ter deadline:   
December 15th 

  1  
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00 

2 3  
Decorating the Church 
for Christmas 9:00 am 

4  2nd Sunday 
in Advent (blue) 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Preparing Christmas 
Cheer Baskets before 
and following worship 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
Cinnamon Roll Sunday 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

UPH Christmas Tea 
2pm 

5  
 
Menôs Bible Study  

5:30 pm 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Adult Bell Chime 
Choir Practice 6:30 pm 

6  
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
Jr. Youth 3:45-4:30 pm 

7 
Advent Supper 5:30-

6:15 pm 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
Advent Service 6:30 pm 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
ñOpening the Book of 
Faithò Bible Study 7:00 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Choir 7:00 pm 

8  
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00 
9 10 

Group Breakfast for 
everyone 7:00 am 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Habitat for Humanity 

Work Day 
 

11 3rd Sunday 
in Advent (blue) 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
Choir Cantata during 

10:30 worship 

12 
Menôs Bible Study  

5:30 pm 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Adult Bell Chime 
Choir Practice 6:30 pm 

13 
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
Jr. Youth 3:45-4:30 pm 

 

14 
Womenôs Bible Study 

2:00 pm 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Advent Supper 5:30-
6:15 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Advent Service 6:30 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Choir 7:00 pm 

15 
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00 
++++++++++++++++ 
January Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 17 
Sunday School OFJ 
Christmas Program 

Practice 11:30 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Caroling 
2:00 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Sr. High Cookie Deco-

rating 4:00 pm 

18 4th Sunday 
in Advent (blue) 
++++++++++++++++++ 

OFJ Christmas Pro-
gram during 10:30 

service 
++++++++++++++++++ 
Ham and Scalloped 

Potato Dinner follow-
ing 10:30 service 

19 

Menôs Bible Study  
5:30 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Adult Bell Chime 

Choir Practice 6:30 pm 

 
 

20 
ABC Express preschool 
8:00-12:00  (Christmas 
Program at 10:30 am) 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Jr. Youth 3:45-4:30 pm 

21 
No Confirmation 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Property Comm. Mtg. 

6:00 pm 
+++++++++++++++++ 
Council Mtg. 7:00 pm 
++++++++++++++++++ 

Choir 7:00 pm 

22 
ABC Express preschool 

8:00-12:00  (class 
Christmas Party) 

23 24 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Services 
4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Baptism for Calvin 

Howard Langeness at 
4:00 pm service 

25 Christmas 
Day (White) 
++++++++++++++++++ 

NO 8:00 am service 
++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Day  
Communion Worship 

10:00 am 

26 27 
No Preschool 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
No Youth Activities 
+++++++++++++++++ 
Habitat for Humanity 

28 
No Confirmation 

29   
No Preschool 

30 31 
New Yearôs Eve 

Communion Worship 8:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. (Communion:  1st & 3rd Sundays) 
Non-Perishable Food Donations for Loaves & Fishes Food   
Pantry are accepted at our church 


